
D r. and Mrs. Hadley visit with Ve rna L. Un g e r, MD, and Takkin Lo, MD, graduates of Loma
Linda Un i versity School of Medicine, at the 2001 Annual Po s t g raduate Conve n t i o n .
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from their sale to the coastal slavers.
Intrepid pioneering Christian missionar-

ies accepted the challenge of these pagan
lands.The Church Missionary Society of
Britain sent a sailing ship with 150 mission-
aries to Nigeria. They landed on the island
of Lagos, a crown colony of Britain.They
were to remain as the mission hostel on
Lagos until they acclimatized to the tropics.
This included surviving a Òbre a k i n g - i n
fever.Ó Within a short time, one-half of the
number were dead or invalided back to
England. Those who survived were permit-
ted to cross over to the mainland of Nigeria.
Most of these died.

The original hospital  unit consisted of
nine buildings, all of sun-dried mud brick
and plaster constru c t i o n .By 1963, there
were 30 buildings on a 100-acre compound.
Action was taken at that time to replace the
original mud-brick buildings with modern
construction. One new hospital building

was constructed which is now in need of
renovation.

We joined the Sherman Nagel family at
Ife in 1948.The hospital, neat in appear-
ance from the roadside, belied the disease
and suffering concentrated there. Nowhere
was there a higher concentration of malaria,
yaws, dysentery, enteric fevers, tuberculosis,
lobar pneumonia, smallpox (two epidemics
while we were there), traffic trauma, stran-
gulated hernia, obstetrical complications,
tetanus, and rabies. In addition we had
roundworms, tapeworms, hookworms,
Guinea worms, and all the fillariaeÑ
Wucheria, LoaLoa, and Onchoceriasis.

There was no x-ray, no blood bank. In all
of the Ife area, Sherman Nagel and I were
the only physicians. Often we were alone,
one physician challenging the pathology and
the tribal gods with the superstitions of their
adherents.

In a population of 30  million in 1948,

He r b e rt and Gail Giebel and family
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there were about 4,000 members of our
church in Nigeria. The population is now
120 million with an Adventist membership
of more than 200,000!There are primary
schools, secondary schools, and a large uni-
versityÑthe Babcock University. Our work
has been truly blessed.

In the 1920s, a large government univer-
sity, with a new medical school, was built in
Ife. Our hospital was confiscated by the gov-
ernment as the teaching hospital for the new
medical school and our medical work at Ife
was closed. In the 1980s, the government
opened a large, modern university hospital
to complement its medical school. No
longer needed, the government returned our
hospital to the mission, minus va l u a b l e
equipment that had been removed. Severe
vandalism ruined the furnishings. The mis-
sion accepted the return of the hospital and
since then has been struggling to restore and
improve the facility. Efforts to improve are
restrained by problems of finance.

Funds accruing from patient care were
cut off by the outbreak of warfare between
the adjacent towns of Ife and Modekeke.
Tribal differences of years exploded in open
fighting with the destruction of our gram-
mar school, secondary school, hundreds of
homes and buildings, and thousands of lives.
Our hospital is on the front line between the
antagonists, and was spared. Howe ve r,
admissions we re almost nil for seve r a l
months resulting in severe cutbacks in oper-
ation.

The local University Hospital, with a full
complement of specialists, can offer a wide
spectrum of care. As the town of Ile-Ife has
grown, several small cottage hospitals have
been built and routine surgical cases, previ-
ously cared for at our hospital, divert to
these units.

The old mud-brick buildings are now
c ove red with ru s t y, galva n i zed ro o f s .
Termites have tunneled through the mud-
brick and worked their way into the door
and window sills and the roofing rafters.
The one modern building, housing the OR,
needs renovation. Memories flood the minds
of so many of our alumni who have served in
these buildings as we recall the interwoven
strands of triumph and tragedy. Our nursing
school continues successful operation and
our nurses are in demand. A residency pro-
gram in family practice is struggling to con-
tinue.

We pay tribute to our fellow alumni:
Gregory E. Saunders, a 1985 Loma Linda
Un i versity school of medicine graduate;
Herbert Giebel, a 1988 graduate; and Mark
Ranzinger, a 1987 graduate; and their fami-
lies. They have been Òholding on.Ó Without
electricity much of the time, questionable
refrigerator, intermittent water supply with
buckets under the eves to catch the rain
water and surgery by flashlight when the
generators fail, memories of the past con-
tinue as realities of the present.

To be or not to be!Thousands of dollars
are needed to bring the hospital up to an
acceptable standard, or a couple million dol-
lars to replace buildings condemned so long
ago. Staff is awaiting decisions and direction
from their board. How would  you advise
the board?

* * *
Note: Recent action by hospital administra-

tion and Adventist Health Services Nigeria
and in consultation with Adventist Health
International, have proposed plans to blend
upgrades in professional services and facilities
with improved opportunities for re s i d e n c y
training in family practice. May our Good
Lord bless their decision.
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June 1, 2001, was a special day at Un i ve r s i d a d
Ad ventista del Plata (UAP); the graduation cere-
monies of the first class of the School of Me d i c i n e
was held. Pa rticipating in the celebration we re
federal government officials and Se ve n t h - d a y
Ad ventist Church officials: the ministers of
health Hector Lombardo, MD; and of educa-
tion, Andres Delich; secre t a ry of higher educa-
tion, Juan C. Go t t i f redi; secre t a ry of re l i g i o u s
affairs, No r b e rto Padilla; director of the non-
Catholic churches, Jose C Card o zo; for the
p rovince of En t re Rios, the governor Se r g i o
Montiel and his entire cabinet; for the Se ve n t h -
day Ad ventist Church, Allan Ha n d y s i d e s ,
MBChB, General Conference health ministries
s e c re t a ry; Hu m b e rto M. Rasi, PhD, Ge n e r a l
C o n f e rence education secre t a ry, Tito Ro d r i g u ez ;
South American Division health ministries;
Bruno Raso, Austral Union and UAP board pre s-

ident, and members of the board; and re p re s e n-
t a t i ves of other Ad ventist institutions and many
friends. The commencement speech was deliv-
e red by Brian Bull, dean of LLUSM. 

Many ceremonies took place in the two-day
celebration, addressed by many of the above
mentioned, with recognitions and inaugurations.
The inauguration of the library included the
opening of a learning center, a dream of many
years of my wife Myrna and me for the UA P S M .
It is now available to the whole Un i ve r s i t y, not
only for students, but also the faculty, with labo-
ratories to pre p a re didactic material. This pro j e c t
was assisted with financial collaboration of Dr.
and Mrs. Antonio Robles and Dr. and Mrs.
No r b e rto Collins. 
A little bit of history

Education is a responsibility of the gove r n-
ment; there f o re no private universities we re char-

t e red in Argentina. In the
late 1960s there was a
s h o rt window when the
opening of private uni-
versities we re considere d .

In those days a med-
ical ministerial re t re a t
took place at the Rive r
Plate Sanitarium. Mo re
than an exchange of
ideas, it was a one-way
ve rtical communication.
I was a new addition to
the staff, full of enthusi-
asm, with some teaching
experience at the national

U A P graduates first
School of Medicine class

by El oy Schulz, MD, AIMS project and CME dire c t o r
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Pe d ro Tabuenca, MD, dean, UAPSM

ES: Dr. Tabuenca, would you tell our re a d-
ers if you believe it is a miracle that the School
of Medicine (health sciences) at the UAP exists
at all?

P T: Dear El oy, I truly believe it is a miracleÑ
in fact a series of miracles. One example, the min-
i s t ry of education approved the project with a pro-
file clearly intended to form missionary physi-
cians. It was not only enthusiastically re c o m-
mended by the expert sent to determine the feasi-
bility and coherence of the project, the dean of the
School of Medicine of the Buenos Aire s
Un i ve r s i t y, but he also signed an agreement of
cooperation with the UA P, and donated the first
c a d a ver for the new medical school. The gre a t e s t
miracle howe ve r, was the approval by the SDA
administrations at all levels, although it took sev-
eral years. The government approved the pro j e c t
in 1990 and the school began in 1994.

A church concern is always the cost. How
did you finance the project and what is the cur-
rent operational cost to the Union, Di v i s i o n
and General Confere n c e ?

As you know, from the Ògo,Ó we we re told that
the project had to be totally self-financed and, in
addition, have a large sum deposited as security.
Again, many persons generously and uncondi-
tionally supported us in many ways, including
many of you in Loma Linda, and AIMS members
helping promising students of different parts of
the world come to our school. T h e re is no red ink
in eight years of operation.

Do you have an estimate of the quality of

the product of your School of Medicine, and
h ow do you know that? 

The quality of the product can be seen in the
residencies and postgraduate activities that our
first graduation group of 19 is accomplishing in
s e veral countries in Eu rope, No rth and So u t h
America. Even before graduation, in the two ye a r s
of medical practice we re q u i re, they exceeded our
expectations, also in many countries.

What degree of satisfaction does this
accomplishment give you compared to many
others in your pro d u c t i ve life? 

I always keep in mind two counsels of Paul. Fi r s t ,
1 Corinthians 4:7: ÒWhat have you got that was not
g i ven to you? And if it was given to you, why are yo u
boasting as though it we re your own? Second, 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18: ÒRejoice eve r m o re. Pr a y
without ceasing. In eve ry thing give thanks.Ó 

From the Spirit of Prophecy: ÒThe law of
Se rvice by Love is the law of Life in the Un i ve r s e
of Go d . Ó

Thank you, Pedrito! 
Thank you, El oy! (Fo l l owed by a bro t h e r l y

bear hug). 
* * *

Luis A. Schulz, DEd, president of the UAP. 

ES: Being in the institutional deve l o p m e n t
of River Plate Ad ventist College in the 1980s,
you had a major project on your hands.

LS: Tow a rd the end of the 1980s, as vice pre s-
ident for institutional development of River Pl a t e
Ad ventist College, I had the privilege to work with
a team responsible for the project of the academic
transformation of the college into a unive r s i t y. T h e

In their own wordsÉ
Fo l l owing are interviews conducted by El oy Schulz, MD, with individuals invo l ved with the

c reation of, and graduating class, of the UA PSchool of Me d i c i n e .


