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ing off the edge, saving himself and the bike from a
1,000 foot drop to his death. We we re exhausted and
s o re at the end that we came back to the hotel by bus,
grabbed some pizza, and headed straight to bed. 

Mo n d a y, July 9
We slept in, and then got ready to leave Ba n o s

for Qu i t o. It was a sad day for Ja red and because
Victor left us to go travel with his family. HeÕs basi-
cally fluent in Spanish and had been doing all the
talking. We we re now alone without Sp a n i s h -
English dictionaries and a whole country of people
who spoke no English. Did I mention that we
t h ree Americanos decided to unveil Ec u a d o r i a n
names for our tripÑJa red is now dubbed Pa b l o ,
Victor is now Julio, and I am Pepe. 

Tu e s d a y, July 10
We left for the hospital today with Dr. Fu e n t e s

and Kathy. The hospital where we we re working is
in Nanegalito which is absolutely gorgeous with
the mountains and valleys and forests in clear view
f rom the hospital. Howe ve r, all the doctors are on
strike over their salaries. Now the only patients that

the hospital is accepting are emergencies, so there
we re only two in-patients there .We saw eight
emergencies during the day: a dog bite, ery s a p e l i a ,
b reast abscess, dyspepsia, gastroenteritis, and a cra-
nial hematoma. ItÕs ve ry interesting to try and fol-
l ow the Spanish, the interv i ew, and the pro c e d u re s
all at the same time. My Spanish is improv i n g
because I have to speak it to communicate and
h a ve to understand it to know what is going on. 

We d n e s d a y, July 11
Got up early this morning to watch the sun-

rise. It was maybe the most gorgeous one IÕve eve r
seen with the sunlight casting different shades of
g reen, blue, and gray over the mountains. Had my
morning worship and then I went on rounds with
the doctors. I donÕt understand most of what they
say because they speak Spanish too fast, but I do
understand what they do and the medical terms, so
I can get along all right. He reÕs what I saw today Ð
potential ovarian cysts or kidney stones, dehyd r a-
tion from vomiting and diarrhea, rubella (Ge r m a n
measles), a machete cut to the foot that almost
re q u i red amputation of the fourth and fifth toes,





Taking a much-nneded break from the rigors of patient care, Mr.
Foley (center) and School of Medicine classmates Ja red Inman (left)

and Victor Coba stop for a rest during a bike ride in the An d e s .


