
the Adventist Church operates three medical
schools that offer training of quality. The
oldest is at Loma Linda Un i versity in
California; the second to be established
operates at Mo n t e m o relos Un i versity in
Mexico; and the youngest medical program
is offered by River Plate Adventist University
in Argentina. These three programs are rec-
ognized by government authorities and pro-
fessional accrediting associations; they have
also been accredited by the Ad ve n t i s t
Accrediting Association.

Do we need them? 
Indeed! By God's grace, Se ve n t h - d a y

Ad ventists have been pioneers in the field of
whole-person health, teaching for almost 150
years that our spiritual, physical, mental, and
emotional dimensions interact and affect each
o t h e r. Only in recent decades the general
public has come to understand, accept, and
p romote Ad ventist principles of healthful liv-
ing in areas such as diet, drugs, and lifestyle.
Our medical programs train health practi-
tioners who are interested both in the pre ve n-
tion of illness and the restoration of health.
These programs also convey to future physi-
cians a strong service orientation. 

What about the future? 
I believe that in the future, as Ad ve n t i s t

institutions in other parts of the world mature ,
the church may decide to start another
Ad ventist medical program in the Asia-Pa c i f i c
region or Africa. Since we know the complex-
ity and high cost of starting and maintaining a
quality medical program, a careful planning,
substantial funds, and seasoned guidance will
be re q u i red. Our professional colleagues in the
Health Ministries De p a rtment will play a key
role when that moment comes. 

Medicine is one of many health-related

p rograms Ad ventist institutions offer,
right? 

Yes, the most popular field is nursing,
which is offered in several countries. Other
programs include degrees in various allied
health specialties, nutrition, public health,
and related technologies. Adventist profes-
sionals in these fields are respected and
much in demand. Thus far, Loma Linda
University is the only institution where we
offer a program in dentistry.

Any other comments? 
Our health-related programs continue

the healing ministry that Jesus Christ mod-
eled by training specialists who will provide
not only expert professional care but also
lead patients to know Him as loving Savior
and trusted Friend. 
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