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G. Go rdon Ha d l e y,
MD (CME class of
1944-B) has friends

in Afghanistan. ÒI feel ve ry
warm tow a rds the Afghans
because I have worked with
them,Ó stated Dr. Ha d l e y. ÒI
h a ve many friends there .
Fr a n k l y, they are good peo-
ple and feel desperate. T h e y
a re tired of war and they are
suffering.Ó Un f o rt u n a t e l y,
c u r rent world events make it
impossible for Dr. Hadley to
help his former Afghan col-
leagues at this time. 

Dr. Ha d l e yÕs 55 ye a r s
of service with the School
of Medicine have been
enhanced by a rich variety of overseas mission
experiences. He has been immersed in mission-
a ry perspectives since his childhood. Dr. Ha d l e y
g rew up in the inner city, near Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D.C. The clinic his father joined was estab-
lished originally to give nurses fro m
Washington Sanitarium and Hospital experi-
ence in preparation for work in the mission
field. His father, He n ry Gi l b e rt Ha d l e y, MD,
a r r i ved at the inner city clinic in 1919. 

The five - s t o ry building had been constru c t-
ed in 1794 with brick that had been import e d
f rom England. Hi s t o r i c a l l y, it was where
George Wa s h i n g t o nÕs granddaughter had been
married. Called Washington Sa n i t a r i u m
Mission Hospital, it served a variety of ethnic
g roups including Italian, Greek, Black, and

others. Upon graduation
f rom medical school,
Hadley worked at the
Washington Sa n i t a r i u m
and Hospital where he
met and married a re g i s-
t e red nurse named Anna
Ha f e n m a y r. Not long after
the Hadleys we re married,
they we re sent to the clin-
ic. The Hadley family
l i ved on the third and
f o u rth floors of the his-
toric building. The operat-
ing room was on the fifth.
Anna became Go rd o nÕs
m o t h e r.

Go rd o nÕs father was
also Go rd o nÕs mentor. He

was considered by his patients to be a Òp a t ro n
saint.Ó He took care of poor people, delive re d
babies out in the slums, and even helped people
meet their financial emergencies. He was so
well loved that when Washington, D.C., Ma yo r
Marion Be r ry came for the dedication of a new
wing at Hadley Memorial Hospital, he declare d
Ò Hadley Da yÓ in honor of Go rd o nÕs father,
complete with posters on lamp posts and tele-
phone poles.

The elder Ha d l e yÕs life of selfless service to
the poor and needy had a life-long impact on
young Go rdon. He thought of nothing else but
becoming a physician. Mo re than that, he
learned about integrity from both of his par-
ents. Go rd o nÕs dad would do the best he could
for eve ry b o d y. He made house calls whether his

Hadley knows mission service!
by Richard A. Schaefer


